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Yesterday’s question results (385 votes)
would you participate in a coronavirus vaccine trial?
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Today’s Question
Should a mute button be used in
the last presidential debate?

Yes or no
Vote at lowellsun.com
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Baker outlines virus
vaccine priorities
Seniors, health care
workers and the infirmed
will be first. Page 2a
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Board OKs pact with
pot cultivation firm
Selectmen signed a host
community agreement with
Royalty Group llC. Page 3a Yes no
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By Stefan Geller
sgeller@lowellsun.com

LowELL »While thousands of
protesters in Massachusetts
have taken to the streets to con-

demn inequality and fight ra-
cial injustice over the past six
months, local entrepreneur
Stephen Wahome is taking a
more innovative approach:
teaching young students of col-

or how to build their own busi-
nesses.
Come January, Wahome will

partner with the Boys & Girls
Club of Greater Lowell to
launch a virtual Startup Boot-

camp for kids of color between
the ages of 12 and 18, which
over the course of four weeks
will teach them everything
from basic terminology to cre-

ENTREpRENEuR » 8A

By Aaron Curtis
acurtis@lowellsun.com

A former VA hospice nurse admitted in
federal court Wednesday to tampering
withmorphine used to provide pain relief

to dying veterans so she could consume a
portion of the drug herself.
Tewksbury resident Kathleen Noftle,

55, a former nurse at the Veterans Affairs
Medical Center in Bedford, admitted she
mixedwater from a sinkwith a portion of

the liquid morphine doses and adminis-
tered the diluted pain medication orally,

NuRSE » 4A

Tewksbury woman pleads guilty in federal court
Nurse tampered with dying vets’ drugs
BEDfoRDVACASE

LowELL

UML grad working with Boys & Girls Club for business boot camp

enTrepreneur lookSTo
empowerkidSof color

Julia Malakie / lowell Sun

Stephen wahome of newton, right, who went to the Boys & Girls Club of Greater lowell when he was growing up in lowell, is creating a pro-
gram, Startup Boot Camp, to teach kids of color about how to start a business. Pathways manager na lam of lowell, left, and sports & fit-
ness department manager Devonna williams of Methuen, will be involved.

By EmmaMurphy
emurphy@lowellsun.com

LowELL » As Lowell Public
Schools navigates the state’s
“high risk” designation for
COVID-19, the School Commit-
tee is seeking more clarity from
the Board of Health on how to
respond.
Wednesday night, the commit-

tee passed committee member
Mike Dillon’s motion requesting
the Board of Health update the
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Switch
tomostly
remote
doubted

By Jonathan Lemire,
Bill Barrow and Steve peoples
Associated Press

NASHVILLE »President Donald
Trump andDemocratic challeng-
er Joe Biden are set to square off
in their final debate tonight, one
of the last high-profile opportu-
nities for the trailing incumbent
to change the trajectory of an in-
creasingly contentious cam-
paign.
Worried about losing the

White House, some advisers are
DEBATE » 8A

fINALDEBATE

‘Big impact’
for Biden
and Trump
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ating business plan walk-
throughs and elevator pitches.
“More Black-owned business-

es are a must, and this starts
with teaching young people of
color in communities like Lowell
the fundamentals of starting a
business,” said Wahome, a Ke-
nyan immigrant who grew up in
Lowell. “It will not only bring
money into their hands, but it
will circulate in their families
and their communities.”
Wahome said he came upwith

the idea for Startup Bootcamp
during the summer, following
the police killing of George Floyd
and the subsequent Black Lives
Matter protests across the nation
and the globe. After witnessing
so many people take a stand for
racial equality, he said he felt
compelled to contribute in what-
ever way he could, which he de-

Entrepreneur
FROMPAGE 1A

termined was through his
knowledge of business.
“I just feel like people can give

back in so many different ways,
and for me to give back some-
thing that I love and enjoy doing
every single day, it’s just phe-
nomenal,” he said.
Mahome, who lives in New-

ton, got his start in entrepre-
neurship while he was still
studying at the University of
Massachusetts Lowell for his
MBA, when he partnered with
Lowell native Nicholas Bedard to
create JamFuze, an onlinemusic
marketplace that connected lo-
cal unsigned music artists with
producers.
Several years later, he teamed

up with Lowell natives Anthony
Gentles and brothers Ayoub and
IbraheemKhadar to create KWG
Softworks, a Boston-based re-
mote company that creates soft-
ware applications for companies
in the U.S. by utilizing African
talent. The company officially
launched in February.

Wahome said that as word got
around about his two business
ventures last year, a lot of people
interested in creating their own
startups began reaching out to
him for advice.
Asmore andmore people con-

tinued to reach out, Wahome
said he started to receive a lot of
the same questions, so he creat-
ed a series of 26 short videos an-
swering all of them in order to
save himself some hassle.
Fast forward to the start of

2020, and Wahome said the vid-
eos grew so much in popularity
that they led to people asking
him if he taught courses, includ-
ing parents asking for their chil-
dren.
After the Black Lives Matter

protests erupted months later,
he presented the idea to officials
at the Boys &Girls Club of Great-
er Lowell, a place Wahome said
he went to so often as a kid that
it helped mold him into the per-
son he is today.
“I think it’s amazing, and one

of the things that I appreciate is
that he as a club alum is willing
to give back to our kids, because
he knows howmuch the club in-
fluenced him,” said AlishaHarri-
son, program director at the
Boys & Girls Club.
Wahome said he is currently

testing the program with kids
outside of the club in prepara-
tion for the January launch.
It follows a four-week sched-

ule consisting of 26 pre-recorded
learning modules. Students can
self-enroll at any time and Wa-
homewill host two weekly office
hours, where students can ask
him questions and pitch their
ideas.
Harrison said she’s hoping to

makeWahome’s program part of
the club’s Pathways Program,
which helps prepare club mem-
bers for their lives after high
school.
“This could be another step-

ping stone that our club mem-
bers can use to end generational
poverty and really have a path-

way for themselves after high
school that is sustainable,” Har-
rison said.
To register for the program,

visit https://startupboot-
camp.thinkific.com/courses/
SB.

JULiA mALAkiE / LOWELL sUN

says stephen Wahome, ‘more
black-owned businesses are a
must, and this starts with teach-
ing young people of color in com-
munities like Lowell the funda-
mentals of starting a business,’

urging Trump to trade his
aggressive demeanor from
the first debate for a low-
er-key style that puts
Biden more squarely in
the spotlight. But it’s un-
clear whether the presi-
dent will listen.
Biden, who has stepped

off the campaign trail in
favor of debate prep, ex-
pects Trump to get in-
tensely personal. The for-
mer vice president and his
inner circle see the presi-
dent’s approach chiefly as
an effort to distract from
the coronavirus, its eco-
nomic fallout and other
crises.
With less than two

weeks until Election Day,
Biden is leading most na-
tional polls and has a nar-
rower advantage in the
battleground states that
could decide the race.
More than 42 million peo-
ple have already cast their
ballots. The debate, mod-
erated by NBC’s Kristen
Welker, is a final chance
for bothmen tomake their

Debate
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case to a television audi-
ence of tens of millions of
voters.
“The rule is that last de-

bates before the election
have a big impact,” said
presidential historian Mi-
chael Beschloss, whomade
clear the legacy of the can-
didates’ first face-off:
“That was the most out of
control presidential de-
bate we have seen.”
Trump, who staged a re-

markable comeback in the
closing days of the 2016
campaign, believes he can
do it again by using the
power of the presidency to
attack his rival.
Trump on Tuesday

called on Attorney General
William Barr to immedi-
ately launch an investiga-
tion into unverified claims
about Biden and his son
Hunter, effectively de-
manding that the Justice
Department muddy his
political opponent and
abandon its historic resis-
tance to getting involved
in elections.
The president has pro-

moted an unconfirmed
New York Post report pub-
lished last week that cites
an email in which an offi-

cial from Ukrainian gas
company Burisma
thanked Hunter Biden,
who served on the compa-
ny’s board, for arranging
for him to meet Joe Biden
during a 2015 visit to
Washington. The Biden
campaign has rejected
Trump’s assertion of
wrongdoing and noted
that Biden’s schedule did
not show a meeting with
the Burisma official.
Some former national

security officials and other
experts said the episode
raisedmultiple red flags of
a possible foreign disinfor-
mation effort, especially
given the involvement of
Rudy Giuliani, Trump’s
personal attorney, and
Giuliani’s active role in
promoting an anti-Biden
narrative on Ukraine.
But John Ratcliffe, the

director of national intelli-
gence, dismissed that dis-
information theory. And
the FBI appeared to en-
dorse Ratcliffe’s position
in a letter to a Senate com-
mittee that had requested
information on the laptop.
Trump’s attacks on the

Biden family have been re-
lentless, including his ef-

forts to get Ukraine to in-
vestigate Biden, which led
to Trump’s impeachment.
It’s part of a determined,
yet so-far-unsuccessful ef-
fort to drive up his oppo-
nent’s negatives, as he did
with Hillary Clinton four
years ago.
Trump campaign com-

munications director Tim
Murtaugh said, “Trump is
still the political outsider,
while Biden is the ultimate
insider.We now know that
Biden allowed his son to
sell access to himwhile he

was vice president.”
While Bidenwill defend

his own record and his
son, aides have said, he
hopes to focus on making
the case that Trump is un-
fit for office and let the na-
tion down during a conflu-
ence of crises. “He knows
that people want to hear
about how we’re going to
help working families get
through the end of the
month and pay the rent,”
his runningmate, Sen. Ka-
mala Harris, saidWednes-
day in North Carolina.

committee onwhat recom-
mendations it has for the
district other than closing
schools.
Mondaymarked the dis-

trict’s switch to mostly re-
mote learning in response
to Lowell’s third consecu-
tive week being classified
as “red” or “high risk.” The
district had been serving
about 25% of students in-
person but is now hosting
3% of students for in-per-
son learning.
According to Superin-

tendent Joel Boyd, the
Board of Health passed a
motion last week request-
ing the district’s plan for
going all remote and stat-
ing its support for remote
learning in the case of
three consecutive weeks of
a “high risk” classification.
The state is expected to

release updated numbers
and classifications on
Thursday.
Dillon was skeptical of

the need for Lowell to go
fully remote and of the De-
partment of Education and
Secondary Education’s
(DESE) guidance on the
matter. “It does not say
that after three weeks,
closing is a requirement,”
Dillon said of DESE.
For the past three weeks,

the district’s communica-
tion about the “high risk”
classification has noted
that DESE instructs dis-
tricts to evaluate three
weeks of COVID-19 data
before going fully remote.
Advocating for a return

to school, Dillon said
“there’s no proof” that
closing schools changes a
community’s COVID-19
case numbers. He pointed
to Lawrence as an example
which he said has been ful-
ly remote since the start of
school and is seeing high
numbers.
Dillon called for the

committee to consider the
harmful effects of keep
children at sedentary in
front of a screen, at home.
“We need to get our kids

back into the buildings,”
Dillon said.
In an interviewwith The

Sun on Tuesday, United
Teachers of Lowell Presi-
dent Paul Georges said the
union objects to the dis-
trict keeping 3% of stu-
dents in school despite the
“high risk” designation.
Georges said it put teach-
ers who volunteered for
the in-person teaching
spots in an unfair position.
Those teachers, Georges

said, volunteered to teach
in-person while Lowell
was not classified as “red”
and “are now being forced
to continue in that func-
tion because management
says they have to, we think
it’s strong armed, we think
it’s extremely unfair and I
think it’s disrespectful.”
Georges’ objections

were echoed by a Daley
School teacher who is
among the teachers still
teaching in person.
The teacher said she

opted in with the under-
standing “that once
(COVID-19) numbers
reached a certain level the
district would shift to re-
mote learning. This deci-
sion poses a health and
safety risks tomost vulner-
able population.”

Schools
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PATriCk sEmANsky / AP

Officials stand onstage near clear protective panels be-
tween lecterns for President donald Trump and democratic
presidential candidate, former Vice President Joe biden as
preparations take place for the second Presidential debate
at belmont University, Wednesday, in Nashville, Tenn.
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• From $4,900/month for Assisted Living

• WAIVED 1ST Month Rent for a limited time

• WAIVED Community Fee for a limited time

• Covid Free Brand New Community

• Daily Open Houses from 10AM-6PM

Giving Tree Senior Living
1827 Bridge Street, Dracut MA 01826

Phone:
866-957-TREE (8733)

Email:
info@givingtreeseniorliving.com

Website:
givingtreeseniorliving.com
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