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above:
ty winthrop,
12, of Groton,
pitches high
and tight to
his brother
brad, 11, who
ducks away,
as they take
batting prac-
tice with wif-
fle balls at
rodger he-
bert Field in
shirley re-
cently.

left: Jim
winthrop, 11,
of Groton,
fields some
balls during
batting prac-
tice with his
brothers.

right:
brad win-
throp fouls
off a pitch.

Julia Malakie /

lOwell sun

phOtOs

by aaron curtis
acurtis@lowellsun.com

lowell » Greater Lowell Boys & Girls Club
member Savannah Page says she loves to spend
her time drawing and sculpting.
Her passion for art was rewarded recently

when the 9-year-old Murkland Elementary
School student won a regional art contest, ac-
cording to a press release from the local Boys &
Girls Club.

aRTIST » 4a

Member, 9,
wins regional
art contest

ment and attracting people to
restaurants and businesses.
“The Merrimack Valley CVB

has been a long standing part-
ner of the City of Lowell in pro-
moting downtown visitation
and we are excited to partner
with them on this initiative to
help with the economic recov-
ery from this pandemic,” Great-
er Merrimack Valley Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau
Executive Director Tom Fitz-
maurice said in a statement.
The performances will be

held at different street loca-
tions and intersections be-
tween Merrimack, Palmer and
Market streets. Live acoustic
sets will be Fridays 6-8 p.m.

ReaD » 4a

Street music series
coming to Downtown
Lowell
lowell »The city’s Office of
Cultural Affairs and Special
Events, the Greater Merrimack
Valley Convention & Visitors
Bureau and BRM Production
Management have partnered to
offer Lowell! Downtown Live!,
a series of musical performanc-
es that begin Friday.
A dozen local and regional

musicians will be featured in
30 performances held in the
heart of the downtown from
July 31 through Sept.12, with
the goal of encouraging com-
munity engagement, providing
a platform for local entertain-

TheFiveMinuteRead

The average age of those hos-
pitalized with the virus is 68,
while the average age of those
who have died due to infection is
82.
Health officials also an-

VIRUS » 6a

figure remains significantly low-
er than its peak of 16.6% onMay
1.
There are 390 people current-

ly hospitalized with the virus, in-
cluding 62 who are in intensive
care and 23 who are intubated.

109,096.
For the first time in approxi-

mately a month, the seven-day
weighted average of the state’s
positive test rate reached 2%, ac-
cording toWednesday’s data. De-
spite the increase, Wednesday’s

Wednesday, bringing the death
toll statewide to 8,360.
The 356 confirmed cases an-

nounced Wednesday by the De-
partment of Public Health is the
highest total reported in July
and brings the statewide total to

by aaron curtis
acurtis@lowellsun.com

boSTon »State health officials
reported 356 confirmed cases of
COVID-19 and 29 confirmed
deaths from the virus on

29 new state deaths reported
coVID-19UpDaTe

Pitching in for fun
ShIRley

by prudence brighton
Correspondent

DRacUT »Schools Superinten-
dent Steven Stone is asking par-
ents for help in planning for the
school year ahead by informing
the School Department whether
“they will send their children
back to school” this fall.
In a recently mailed letter to

parents and other stakeholders
in the public schools, Stone
asked that parents who do not
intend to send their children
back to school inform the princi-
pal of the appropriate school.
“We need to begin the process

of finalizing class lists and
schedules. I also know that the
principals can provide the most
relevant, building-specific, and
personal perspective on our
planning,” the superintendent
said.
Parents who intend to use

school buses to transport their
children should purchase a bus
pass as soon as they can, Stone
said.
The School Department needs

to coordinate with the Dracut
Police Department to minimize
traffic congestion and needs
“hard data to make decisions,”
Stone stated.
“Any future adjustments/cred-

its (for the bus passes) would be
processed by the Business Office
in a timelymanner,” Stonewrote.
This Friday the School Depart-

ment will submit a status report
to the Department of Elementa-
ry Education (DESE) and on
Aug. 10 will submit a formal
plan. Stone will share the plan
with the School Committee be-
fore sending it to the state.
The superintendent’s goal is to

have the schools fully open “con-
sistent with the direction and
guidance from the governor,
DESE, and the medical experts.”
But, he advises, “that will only

occur in Dracut if schools are in
compliance with all health and
safety guidelines put forth by
DESE and the local Board of

DRacUT » 4a

DRacUTSchool
ReopenInGplanS

Supt.
seeks
parents’
input

GReaTeRlowellboyS&GIRlSclUb

COurtesy Greater lOwell bOys & Girls Club

the art of savannah page, 9, a member of the
Greater lowell boys & Girls Club, advanced to the
next round in the bGCa northeast regional art
Contest.
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obituaries/from page one, three

LOWELL - James Joseph ‘Jim’ Callahan, 77 of
Lowell, passed away peacefully after a brief illness
on Monday, July 27, 2020 with his family by his

side. He was the husband of
Marcia A. (Early) Callahan with
whom he spent the last 47 years
of marriage.

He was born in Lowell on
August 26, 1942 and was a
son of the late John R. and
the late Rita T. (Bell) Callahan.
He was raised in Lowell where
he attended the Immaculate
Conception School and

graduated from Lowell High School with the class
of 1960.

After graduation, James enlisted with the
United States Air Force, working on the B-52
Stratofortress, as a part of the Strategic Air
Command (SAC) during the Vietnam War. He
was honorably discharged in 1966 while holding
the rank of Airman Second Class Bomb Systems
Navigator.

Always known for his warmth, kindness and
sense of humor, in his younger days, James
was a communicant of Immaculate Conception
Church, and later became a member of the former
Sacred Heart Church. He was also a member
of the Lowell Elks #87 in Lowell. For over 30
years, he was employed as a Lab Technician at
Raytheon until his retirement in 2004. He enjoyed
supporting the local teams and was an avid
Boston Red Sox, Boston Bruins, New England
Patriots and Boston Celtics fan. He also enjoyed
playing golf. For the past 13 years, he enjoyed
spending the winters in Punta Gorda, FL with his
wife, Marcia. Although he had many passions
throughout his life, spending time with his family,
especially his grandchildren, brought him the
most joy.

In addition to his wife, Marcia Callahan of
Lowell, he is survived by his children, Sean
Callahan of Lowell, James Callahan and his wife,
Valerie of Dunstable, Erin Callahan of Nashua,
NH and Carragh Callahan of Lowell; his 3 beloved
grandchildren, Audrey, James, and Claire, all of
Dunstable; and his step daughter, Jill Boisvert and
her husband, Paul and their children, Emily and
Melody of Lancaster, PA

James was the oldest of 14 siblings, he is
survived by, John R. Callahan, Jr. of Laconia, NH,
Candice Connor of Chelmsford, Richard Callahan
of Lowell, Kerry Callahan of Fort Myers, FL,
Donna Tourville of Tyngsboro, Patrick Callahan
of Hampton, NH, David Callahan of Laconia,
NH, Diana Coates of Dracut, and Linda Regan of
Pelham, NH; his stepmother, Beatrice Callahan,
and his very special aunt, Lorraine Bragan both
of Lowell; as well as many nieces, nephews,
cousins, and friends.

He was predeceased by four siblings, the late
Rayma Cunha, the late Michael Callahan, the late
Toni Callahan, and the late Scott Callahan.

CALLAHAN - WHILE FOLLOWING SOCIAL
DISTANCING GUIDELINES, FAMILY AND
FRIENDS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND
HIS CALLING HOURS FROM 3 - 7 P.M. ON
FRIDAY, JULY 31, 2020 AT THE MCDONOUGH
FUNERAL HOME, 14 HIGHLAND STREET,
LOWELL 978-458-6816. ON SATURDAY
MORNING, HIS FUNERAL WILL BEGIN AT 8:30
A.M. IN THE FUNERAL HOME, FOLLOWED BY
HIS COMMITTAL SERVICE AT 10 A.M AT ST.
PATRICK CEMETERY IN LOWELL. PLEASE
VISIT WWW.MCDONOUGHFUNERALHOME.
COM TO SEND THE FAMILY AN
E-CONDOLENCE.

James Joseph ‘Jim’ Callahan
of Lowell; 77

In Memoriams

Deadlines
Monday Thru Friday
8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

You can go to our website

www.lowellsun.com

and click on

Obituaries

then In Memoriams

follow directions.

Or you can email

phammond@mediaonene.com

978-970-4724

Deadline is 7 days prior to
publication date.

You can go to our website
www.lowellsun.com

and click on
Obituaries

then In Memoriams
follow directions.

Questions?
obituaries@lowellsun.com

978-970-4652

The Sun and Sentinel and Enterprise will be
publishing our first Tributes section honoring all
the lives lost from January through June 2020.
Look for our special insert in print and online

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 2020
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Lowell Sun-
6 p.m. Monday-Friday
5 p.m. Saturday and

Sunday

Fitchburg Sentinel-
5 p.m. every day

Nashoba Valley Voice-
6 p.m. Tuesday for
Friday’s publication

Email:
obituaries@lowellsun.com

978-970-4652

Obituary
Deadlines

The Sun-
4 p.m. Monday-Friday
Closed Saturday and

Sunday

Sentinel and Enterprise-
4 p.m. Monday-Friday

Nashoba Valley Voice-
4 p.m. Tuesday for
Friday’s publication

Place your obituary online 24/7
obituaries@lowellsun.com

978-970-4652

Devoted wife, mother, grandmother and great
grandmother, Nancy raised her family in several
areas of the country as she followed her husband

Larry’s career. In retirement,
Nancy and Larry settled in
Brackney, PA near Binghamton,
NY where she reconnected
with life-long friends and family,
enjoyed life, and became an
active parishioner and volunteer
of the St. Augustine Roman
Catholic Church. After Larry’s
death, Nancy rejoined her
children in New Hampshire

and in her final years was an active and beloved
member of the Laurel Place Assisted Living
community in Hudson, NH.

Wherever she went, Nancy made friends
easily. Her friendly ear, quick wit and fine sense
of humor helped her connect with people, but it
was her compassion, understanding and concern
for others that drew people to her and led to her
many cherished and long- lasting relationships.

Born in Scranton, PA, raised in Binghamton
NY, formerly of Pittsburgh, PA, Kansans City, KA,
Tewksbury, MA, Pelham and Hudson, NH

Daughter of the late Joseph P. McDonough and
Clare Connolly McDonough

Preceded in death by her husband of 63
years, Lawrence J. (Larry) Casey, Sister Joan
McDonough and brother Joseph McDonough.

Survived by family: Larry (son) and his wife
Ellen Casey of Londonderry, NH, Michael
(grandson) and his wife Leslie Casey of
Watertown, MA, Dillon Casey (great grandson),
Matthew Casey (grandson) Somerville, MA, Allison
Casey (granddaughter) and her partner Gallant
Lok of Hong Kong, SAR, John (son) and his wife
Michele Casey, Lake Ariel, PA, Tim (grandson)
and his wife Jen Casey of Hudson, NH, Michael
St. Onge (great grandson) and his fiancé Kim
Bower of Hudson, NH, Sophia St. Onge (great,
great granddaughter), Brynn Casey (great
granddaughter) Hudson, NH, Logan Casey (great
grandson) Hudson, NH, Patrick Casey (son) of
Londonderry, NH, Kati Casey (granddaughter) of
Salisbury, MA, Mary (daughter) and her husband
John Constantine of Hudson, NH, Kyle Doherty
(grandson) Nashua, NH, Paul Casey (son) Lowell,
MA and several nieces and nephews.

CASEY - Due to COVID-19, Funeral Services
will be held privately and a Memorial Service
will be scheduled at a later date.Memorial
donations may be made to: St. Augustine
Church, Silver Lake, PA, Care of The Roman
Catholic Community of St. Brigid Parish.
Phone: (570) 553-2288. Email: sfxc@epix.net
PO Box 75, 17 Cottage Street, Friendsville, PA
18818. Local arrangements are in the care of
the FARWELL FUNERAL SERVICE, 18 Lock
Street, Nashua, NH. www.farwellfuneralservice.
com.

Anna C. “Nancy” Casey
9/17/29 – 7/26/20

LOWELL - John J. ‘Jack‘ Sheehan, Jr., 58 of
Lowell, passed away unexpectedly on Monday,
March 16, 2020 at Lowell General Hospital. For
the last 22 years he was the beloved husband
of Judith (Mello) Sheehan whom he married on
April 18, 1998. He was also the devoted father
to Bethany Sheehan, 19, and Robert Sheehan,
15. You are invited to his memorial visitation on
Sunday, August 2, 2020 from 3p.m. until 7p.m.
at the Mahoney Funeral Home, 187 Nesmith
Street, Lowell, MA 01852, 978-452-6361 with a
private funeral Mass at Immaculate Conception
Church, 144 E. Merrimack Street, Lowell. You
are welcome to attend his committal service at
12 noon at Lowell Cemetery, 77 Knapp Avenue,
Lowell. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made
to Lowell General Cancer Center, 295 Varnum
Avenue, Lowell, MA 01854 or to the Epilepsy
Foundation of New England, 650 Suffolk Street
#405, Lowell, MA 01854. Please visit www.
MahoneyFuneralHome.com to send the family an
e-condolence.

John J. ‘Jack’ Sheehan, Jr.
of Lowell; 58

It’s been a year since the
Lord took you away from us
and broke all our hearts.

You were the kindest,
most loving husband and

I cherish and bless each day
and year we had together.

I love and miss you more each
day and I feel like a part of
me is missing but I know we
will meet again and I will be

whole once more.

Love,
Your wife Lois,

daughter Eileen and
all our family

In Loving Memory of

Jack Proverb
2019 – July 30 – 2020

In Loving
Memory of

Gerard
(Jerry)
Geoffroy
2003 – August 6 – 2020

17th Year
Anniversary Mass

Saturday August 1st, 4 PM

St. Michael’s Parish,
543 Bridge St. Lowell

Lovingly missed by Laura,
Mandie, Claudette and

Christopher

Health, with whom we
have a close and produc-
tive relationship.
“I will not open any

Dracut
FROMPAGE 3A

school that does not con-
form to these expecta-
tions,” he said.
In addition to the goal of

fully open schools, the de-
partment is also working
on fully remote learning
and hybrid models for the
coming school year.

In February, clubmem-
bers participated in the
Boys & Girls Club North-
east Regional Art Contest,
which included several
different age groups and
categories — including
watercolor, mixed media
and acrylic.
The art exhibit was

open to parents and
guardians, staff, and
members to view all the
art and place votes for
their favorite pieces.
Savannah was compet-

ing in the mixed media
category and the pastels
category for ages 6 to 9
and won the in-house
vote in both categories.
Her artwork, along

with the other winners’
pieces, were sent to a cen-
tral location for the next
round of judgment for the
Northeast Region.
The local club recently

received good news, the
release states.
Savannah was selected

as the first-place winner
in both the mixed media
and pastels categories for
ages 6 to 9 at the regional
level.
Her sculpture and pas-

tel art are now on their

Artist
FROMPAGE 3A

way to Atlanta for the
next round of judges to
analyze.
When told the good

news, Savannah initially
had no words. According
to the release, she then
told the Club’s Education
& Arts Manager Kady
Phelps, that shewas “very,
very, very, very, excited.”
“It is truly a privilege

working with Savannah
andwatching her grow as
an artist,” Phelps said in
the release. “I’m so in-
credibly proud of her.”
Joe Hungler, executive

director of the Greater
Lowell Boys & Girls Club,
agreed with Phelps’ as-
sessment.
“We are so happy that

her hard work and talent
is being recognized re-
gionally,” Hungler said.
“Savannah was compet-
ing against youth from 10
different states, so this is
a major accomplishment.
Creative youth develop-
ment provides an oppor-
tunity to not only build
skills and self expression,
but also increases self es-
teem and a sense of be-
longing.”
For those interested in

following Savannah’s
journey, go to lbgc.org.

Follow Aaron Curtis on
Twitter @aselahcurtis

and Saturdays 4-6 p.m.
“Live entertainment is

a hallmark of summer-
time in Downtown Lowell
and a linchpin of the city’s
active cultural scene,”
said City Manager Eileen
Donoghue. “This series of
performances will help
restore some of the vi-
brancy that Downtown
Lowell lost this year with
the cancellation of major
livemusic events and pro-
vide a safe form of enter-
tainment that we hope
will draw visitors down-
town through the remain-
der of the summer.”
Visit https://www.likel-

owell.com/live or call the
city’s Special Events Of-
fice at 978-674-1482 for

Read
FROMPAGE 3A

details and updates on the
performance schedule.

CMAA to host
Khmer census
conversation
LOWELL »The Cambodi-
an Mutual Assistance As-
sociation and Lowell
Counts: Census 2020 will
host a 2020 U.S. Census
conversation with local
Khmer leaders Thursday
to discuss how and why
the census affects the
Khmer community.
Topics will include

housing, health care, im-
migration, infrastructure
and social services. Resi-
dents can join the conver-
sation Thursday 2:30-3:45
p.m. on Zoom, the CMAA
Facebook page, on LTC
Channel 95 or LTC.org.
Zoom attendees can regis-
ter at bit.ly/
khmercensus2020.

the Native populations,”
Lewis said on the Senate
floor.
The commission creat-

ed by the resolve would
include the executive di-
rector or designee of the
state Commission on In-
dian Affairs, five mem-

Seal
FROMPAGE 1A

bers who are descendants
of tribes with historic
presences in Massachu-
setts, four members ap-
pointed by the governor
with “relevant cultural
and historical expertise,”
chairs of the Legislature’s
State Administration
Committee, and execu-
tive directors or appoin-
tees from the Massachu-
setts Historical
Commission, the Massa-
chusetts Foundation for
the Humanities and the
Massachusetts Cultural
Council.
Gov. Charlie Baker said

last week that he is “open”
to discussions about
changing the state seal,
though it is not clear if the
House also plans to take
up the resolve.
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