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By Aaron Curtis
acurtis@lowellsun.com

CHELMSFORD » Four new police
officers recently completed their
academy training andwill be pa-
troling the streets of Chelmsford.
On Friday, Officers Kevin

Quinn, Brandon Reedy, Aaron
Philaphandeth and Christopher
Robinson completed the 25-
week “intensive and rigorous
course” at the Transit Academy
in Boston, according to a
Chelmsford Police Department
press release.
The four men were sworn in

during a ceremony held outside
the Chelmsford Police Station on
Monday.
“We are thrilled to have these

four new patrol officers join the
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number ofmeals will add to our
expenses for this program
while the club is closed and of-
fering grab and gomeals,” Hun-
gler said.
The club is also distributing

activity kits and family care
packages on Fridays. The goal
is to distribute 100 each week.
According toHungler, the ac-

tivity kits are created through
donated supplies and individu-
al donations. They cost approx-

imately $5 per kit outside of the
donated supplies.
“The first week we

scrounged for what we had
around the club, then we did
art supplies,” Hungler said.
“This week will focus on litera-
cy: reading, writing, drawing.
Wewill have an act of kindness
challenge to write letters to
nurses, seniors in transitional
living, etc.”
Food and other items in the

By Aaron Curtis
acurtis@lowellsun.com

LOWELL»The Boys & Girls Club
of Greater Lowell has been
closed due to the threat of coro-
navirus sinceMarch 23 andwill
remain closed until Lowell
Public Schools reopen.
Gov. Charlie Baker has sug-

gested schools across the state
could open back up by May 4.
Joe Hungler, the local Boys &
Girls Club executive director,
called it an optimistic timeline.
“The more people social dis-

tance and follow the other di-
rectives like handwashing, the
sooner we can all get back to-
gether,” Hungler said.
In themeantime,most of the

club’s staff continues to work.
According toHungler, the lo-

cal Boys & Girls Club is prepar-
ing, packaging and handing out
two “grab and go meals” per
child each day, Hungler said.
That equates to nearly 500
meals per day. Before the coro-
navirus pandemic took hold,
that number was just under
300.
“While we do receive a reim-

bursement from the (Depart-
ment of Education) of about
85% of the food cost for these
meals, additional staff time, pa-
per products and increased

Providing meals,
care packages and
virtual support

By Nicole DeFeudis
ndefeudis@lowellsun.com

BILLERICA»Fivemore inmates at
the Middlesex Jail and House of
Correction have tested positive
for COVID-19.
An additional 13 employees

have also tested positive, accord-
ing to a news release by Middle-
sex Sheriff Peter Koutoujian’s of-
fice. In total, six inmates and 21
employees have contracted the
virus.
The five most recent inmates

to contract COVID-19 were test-
ed onMonday and Tuesday after
showing symptoms, according to
the release. Theywere isolated in
theHealth Services Unit, and the
sheriff ’s office received their test
results on Tuesday and one
Wednesday.
The first two inmates tested

positive onMarch 27 and 28. The
patients, who were roommates,
were “immediately placed in
medical isolation and are expect-
ed to complete their quarantine
periods this week,” the news re-
lease states.
Movement in and out of hous-

ing units where inmates have
tested positive is limited to those
currently living in the unit and
essential staff. Employees who
test positive or show symptoms
of the virusmust stay home until
they are cleared by a medical
professional.
In the past four weeks, 100 in-

mates have been released from
the Middlesex Jail and House of
Correction as a result of com-
pleted sentences and action tak-
en by the sheriff ’s office, district
attorney, local law enforcement
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7th
inmate
tests
positive

MIDDLESEX JAILAND
HOUSEOF
CORRECTION

family care packages are also
handed out and sourced
through the Merrimack Valley
Food Band and individual do-
nations, according to Hungler.
Each bag costs about $20.
Hungler said he has heard

stories passed his way ofmulti-
ple youth crying when hearing
the Boys & Girls Club would be
closing its doors during the
pandemic.
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BOYS&GIRLSCLUBOFGREATERLOWELL

WORKERS STILL SUPPORT
FAMILIES AMID PANDEMIC

PHOTOS COURTESY BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF GREATER LOWELL

Greater Lowell Boys & Girls Club staff members Sally Thayer, left, and Devonna Williams stand near tables full of bagged meals set for kids to
grab and go.

CHELMSFORD

4 new patrol officers join force
By EmmaMurphy
emurphy@lowellsun.com

LOWELL»Local food banks are
receiving a helping hand from
Hannaford Supermarkets.
This week the supermarket

chain announced it donated
$95,000 to local food banks.
The donation was part of a
larger sum—$750,000— that
Hannaford Supermarkets do-
nated to hunger relief and
homeless outreach organiza-
tions throughout the North-
east.
“Every day, we are learning

more about the impact of this
virus and responding together
as a community to the COVID-
19 pandemic,” Hannaford
President Mike Vail said in a
press release. “Our company
and our associates are work-

ing hard in our grocery stores
to meet the most-basic needs
of our community during this
difficult time: food andmedi-
cine. We hope that this dona-
tion also will help the most-
vulnerable of our neighbors
meet their fundamental needs
of staying fed and healthy
during this difficult time.”
Merrimack Valley Food

Bank, located at 735 Broad-
way St., received $25,000
from Hannaford Supermar-
kets. Worcester County Food
Bank and Greater Boston
Food Bank received $45,000
and $25,000 respectively, ac-
cording to the press release.
All three food banks sup-

port local food pantries and
meals programs across their
regions, according to a
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Hannaford donates $25,000
MERRIMACKVALLEYFOODBANK

COURTESY CHELMSFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT

Four new patrol officers have joined the Chelmsford Police Department.
From left, they are Officers Kevin Quinn, Brandon Reedy, Aaron
Philaphandeth and Christopher Robinson.

LOWELL »Police were called to
the McDonald’s restaurant on
Varnum Avenue for reports of a
man spitting on cars in the
parking lot around 8:40 p.m.
Monday.
The suspect left the scene of

the fast food restaurant prior to
police arriving, according to
Lowell Police Capt. James
Hodgdon. No arrests were
made.
Witnesses described the sus-

pect as an older man wearing a
gray jacket, Hodgdon said.

Police:Manspit
on cars in fast
foodparking lot

Greater Lowell Boys & Girls Club staff Kara Danas and Luis Casiano have ‘grab and go’ meals ready for
kids outside the club for pickup.
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department and wish
them the best as they em-
bark in this first step of
their careers,” Chelmsford
Police Chief James Spin-
ney said in the release. “I
want to congratulate them
on successfully complet-
ing the academy and for-
mally welcome them to
the Chelmsford Police De-

Officers
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partment.”
Quinn and Reed, both

Chelmsford High School
alumni, have degrees in
criminal justice fromUM-
ass Lowell. Philaphan-
deth, a Lowell High gradu-
ate, received his criminal
justice degree fromUMass
Dartmouth. Chelmsford
High-graduate Robinson
received a degree in crimi-
nology from Framingham
State University.
All officers will now en-

ter the Chelmsford Police

“Our members often
talk about the club as a
safe haven and they talk
about our staff as adults
who they can trust to help
them with problems,”
Hungler said. “As every-
one’s anxiety rises during
the pandemic, it is hard to
lose those folks that you
trust the most.”
To combat the gap, club

staff are creating and post-
ing virtual content, con-
nectingwithmembers and

Families
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families by phone and
email, and hosting online
meetings and learning op-
portunities for teens. Vir-
tual programming and
connections take place on
social media channels,
Zoom and on the Boys &
Girls Club of Greater Low-
ell website.
According to Hungler,

mentoring is taking place
by phone with parental
permission.
The goal is for each

Club member to receive a
phone call from a staff
member once a week.
Hungler referenced the

Boys & Girls Clubs of

Department’s 12-week
field training program.
The program pairs each
with a veteran officer be-
fore they assume their full
duty positions as patrol of-
ficers.
The program is modi-

fied to promote social dis-
tancing in order to pre-
vent the spread of the
COVID-19 virus, the re-
lease states.

Follow Aaron Curtis on
Twitter @aselahcurtis

America’s marketing cam-
paign, “Whatever It Takes
to Build Great Futures.”
“During times like this,

hope matters more than
ever,” Hungler said. “Hope
for a better future is a big
part of what the club pro-
vides during normal
times. It is easy to lose
hope during a crisis and it
is our role to be there for
our members to let them
know we can get through
this.” Those interested in
helping the club can visit
their website at lbgc.org.

Follow Aaron Curtis on
Twitter @aselahcurtis

and courts. Population at
the prison has dropped by
15%, according to a news
release.
“Since mid-March we

have worked aggressively,
both independently and
with our public safety col-
leagues, to evaluate those
in our custody for poten-
tial release.We have placed

Tests
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more sentenced individu-
als into the Electronic
Monitoring Program
(EMP), collaborated with
District Attorney Marian
Ryan and the judiciary to
review individuals being
held on bail, and made ev-
ery effort to ensure court
andmedical appointments
for our incarcerated popu-
lation are being kept,”
Koutoujian announced in a
news release.
The number of sen-

tenced individuals placed
on EMP has doubled since
March 20, bringing the to-
tal to 16, according to
Koutoujian. Ninety per-
cent of new EMP candi-
dates are over 55 years old.
“We are ensuring that

our responsibility as a law
enforcement agency — to
both provide safety for the
community and access to
justice for those in our cus-
tody — is continuing to be
met during this crisis,” he
continued.
In addition, 80 men fac-

ing pretrial proceedings
have had their bail reduced
after review by the DA and
courts — 48 of which have
already been released, ac-
cording to a news release.
This doesn’t include

women held in Framing-
ham or men in other juris-
dictions.
Elderly inmates and

those with chronic health
conditions are a focus for
evaluation for release, ac-
cording to a news release.
In addition to acting on
EMP placement, the sher-
iff ’s office works with pros-
ecutors and families to
identify those whose sen-
tences may be reviewed in
court.
In collaboration with

the Massachusetts Bail
Fund, the sheriff ’s office
was also able to identify
and release 19 inmates
held on low cash bails.
New admissions to the

jail and house of correction
have declined, as a result of
local police departments
issuing summonses for
nonviolent crimes and
courts delaying trials, a
news release states.
In-person visits by fami-

ly, friends and volunteers
has been suspended since
March 13. As of April 1,
staff are required to wear a
protective mask for their
entire shift, and provide
masks to all inmates who
request one. Those with
questions on individuals in
custody are encouraged to
contact Family Resource
and Outreach Coordinator
Lili Bonilla at 978-932-3517
or lbonilla@sdm.state.
ma.us. Those with urgent
concerns outside of normal
hours may call 978-667-
1711, ext. 0.

spokesperson for Han-
naford.
The Merrimack Valley

Food Bank’smember agen-
cies include the Billerica
Community Pantry,
Chelmsford Community
Exchange, Dracut Food
Pantry, the Boys & Girls
Club of Lowell, Cambodian
Mutual Assistance Associ-
ation, Recovery Cafe in
Lowell and UTEC, among
many others, according to
theMerrimack Valley Food
Bank website.
On its website theMerri-

mack Valley Food Bank

Donations
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notes that it is operating as
normal though it is taking
steps to ensure the safety
of its staff, volunteers and
visitors.
“The Food Bank is com-

mitted to the safety of our
staff, volunteers and visi-
tors. We are closely moni-
toring announcements
from the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention to ensure that we
are following their recom-
mended guidelines,” the
website reads.
On the Worcester Coun-

ty Food Bank’s website, the
agency locator network
lists multiple locations in
Fitchburg and Leominster
including CARE Services
Food Project, Highland

Baptist Church’s food pan-
try, Ruth’s Harvest Pantry
and Spanish American
Center Community Cafe.
“Worcester County Food

Bank is inspired and en-
couraged by the communi-
ty’s outpouring of support
for our mission and their
neighbors struggling with
food insecurity at this
challenging time of the
coronavirus pandemic,”
Worcester County Food
Bank Executive Director
Jean G. McMurray said in
the Hannaford press re-
lease. “Together with our
network of food pantries
and community meal pro-
grams, we are providing
help and hope in a time of
uncertainty.”

Lowell
— Gary Volis, 31, 109

Powell St.; warrant (failure
to appear for violation of
harassment prevention or-
der).
— Chayanne Nieves, 21,

156 Pleasant St., Apt. 1; lar-
ceny of propert under
$1,200, warrant (larceny
from person older than
65).
— Jason Peterson, 21, 81

Spring Park Ave.; warrants
(probation violation for
breaking and entering,
abuse prevention order vi-
olation, and assault and
battery with dangerous
weapon).
— Luis Canales, 24, 84

Andover St., Unit 3; pos-
session of Class B drug
with intent to distribute.

— Sonia Perez, 42, 41
Hampshire St.; disorderly
conduct.
— Jose Emmanuel Lara,

23; warrant (failure to ap-
pear).
— Marisol Ramos, 39;

assault and battery.
— Anida Seng, 19, 228

Liberty St.; unlicensed op-
eration of motor vehicle,
warrant (failure to appear
for unlicensed operation of
motor vehicle).
— Christopher Santana,

19, 13 FarmlandRoad; war-
rant (assault and battery
with dangerous weapon).

Tewksbury
— Patrick McNamara,

36, 3 Sandberg Road, Bill-
erica; operation under in-
fluence, reckless operation

of motor vehicle.
— Nathaniel Marquez,

37, 15 Austin St., Lowell;
shoplifting.
— Katrina Wilson, 30,

1903Middlesex St., Lowell;
two counts of shoplifting,
possession of Class A drug.
— David Arsenault, 40,

35 Acorn Drive, Randolph;
warrants (operation under
influence of liquor, false
criminal report).
— Argenis Acevedo, 25,

417 High St., Lawrence;
warrant (use of motor ve-
hicle without authority),
fugitive from justice.
— Jason Stewart-Horan,

45, 829 Boston Road, Bill-
erica; shoplifting (second
offense), warrant (receiv-
ing stolen property less
than $1,200).

ARRESTLOG

ANGELA ROWLINGS / BOSTON HERALD

Sheriff Peter Koutoujian*Appliances not included. Remodeling services available. Offer expires June 30, 2020

As a retailer selling essential goods,
Ocean State Job Lot stores are open.

As a company,we always look for ways to turn
challenges into opportunities.

During this time of crisis,we are using our global supply
chain to source critical supplies, like masks, gloves,
sanitizers and more.These supplies are immediately
donated to hospitals and other medical facilities.

We have contributed $250,000 toward acquiring these
vital items, and we are asking for your help by donating
at the register.We will use 100% of your donation to

purchase supplies, and we’ll use our buying power to get
the most for your money.

During these difficult times,we are also ramping up
our food donation efforts.We could not do this without
the incredible support of our customers all throughout
the year.We are grateful, now more than ever, for your

continued partnership with us.

Thanks for your support, and stay safe.
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