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REMEMBERWHEN
Dracut Police Chief Peter
Bartlett said this last De-
cember: “I am extraordi-
narily pleased to return to
work as chief of the
Dracut Police Depart-
ment. I sincerely regret
that there was some mis-
communication regarding
my return date. Further-
more, while the issue of
my injury leave has been
the subject of much spec-
ulation, it is my desire to
put this chapter behind
me and return to the
business of moving the
Dracut Police Department
forward. I have been fully
cleared to return to duty
and am ready to hit the
ground running immedi-
ately.”
It was several months

earlier, in May, that Bar-
tlett went out on injured
reserve — the same night
the Board of Selectmen
voted unanimously to de-
lay renewing his contract.
The board’s vote to delay
action on Bartlett’s con-
tract came several weeks
after the Police Depart-
ment’s unions voted no-
confidence in their leader.
In November, however,

Bartlett was clearly an-
gling to Get out of Dodge,
under certain conditions:
• A mutually agreed-

upon statement concern-
ing Bartlett’s decision to
retire after nearly 34
years in law enforcement.
• Eighteen months of

severance pay beginning
Jan. 1, 2021. With an an-
nual salary of about
$175,000, that’s a
$262,000 windfall.
• Eighteen months of

benefits continuation un-
der COBRA beginning
Jan. 1, 2021, with the
town continuing to pay
the employer’s normal
share of those premiums.
• Mutual non-dispar-

agement, which for the
town’s part will include
the town manager, direc-
tor of human resources,
and Board of Selectmen
members.
• An agreed-upon com-

munication to be fur-
nished to prospective em-
ployers/other third
parties who may inquire
about Bartlett’s employ-
ment in Dracut.
• Agreement that the

town will report to the Di-
vision of Unemployment
Assistance that Bartlett’s
separation was not due to
voluntary quitting, delib-
erate misconduct or a
rule violation.
That’s all according to a

memo The Column ac-
quired last week. Its au-
thor was Donna M. Brew-
er, a lawyer in the Boston
law firm of Powers,
Jodoin, Margolis & Man-
tell LLP.
The proposal fell on

deaf ears, but it does shed
light on Bartlett’s think-
ing.
“I was taken aback to

say the least,” Selectmen
Chairman Jesse Forcier
told The Column. “Those
numbers, for a town like
Dracut, are simply stag-
gering.”
Bartlett could not be

reached for comment Fri-
day.

***
IT’S QUITE obvious

what Dominik Lay tried
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A golden
parachute
never
unfurled
in Dracut

By Prudence Brighton
Correspondent

draCUt »Simmering tensions
between members of the Dracut
Access Television board of direc-
tors boiled over this past week,
as one director contacted the Po-
lice Department out of concern
he was being threatened by an-

other director, The Sun has
learned.
The internal conflicts have led

to a charge that board President
Phil Thibault has violated the
DATV code of conduct regarding
whistleblowers.
Sources confirm that Brian

Genest, who selectmen recently
appointed to the DATV board,

went to the Police Department
with the claim that fellow board
member John Zimini followed
him around town Wednesday in
a motor vehicle.
Zimini laughed when asked

for a comment.
“That’s a joke,” he said.” If I

happen to be in the same part of
town he is, that’s his problem,

not mine.”
Genest declined to comment

except to say that he did not dis-
close any information to The
Sun.
Police Chief Peter Bartlett did

not return telephone messages
left at his office.
Thibault, a candidate for the
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DATV feud now involves police
thrEatsaLLEgEd
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saturday was opening day for the new Foodland grocery store at Central plaza in Lowell. nancy rourke, left, and her friend Martha Mayo, both of
Lowell, also shopped at the previous incarnation of the store but found the new store has a wider selection and is more organized.

LOWELL

FoodLandopens itsdoors

employee M.d. abu azam of Lowell fills a produce bin with oranges.

By aaron Curtis
acurtis@lowellsun.com

LOWELL » Lowell High student Kemigisa
Adyeri remembers being nervous when she
first started going to the Boys &Girls Club of
Greater Lowell approximately six years ago,
unsure of what to expect at the local club.
The now 15-year-old Adyeri said as time

passed, the nervousness she felt faded and
was replaced with appreciation for the op-
portunities presented by the club, including
the robotics program.
“Being in robotics helped me talk more

and communicate better,” Adyeri said. “I’ve
always liked math and robotics. I like the
hands-on portion of it. … There’s always con-
stant learning in it.”
Her interest in robotics has resulted in her

future aspirations to attend college and
study mechanical engineering and mathe-
matics. Helping with that goal was the re-
cent news that Adyeri was crowned the Boys
& Girls Club of Greater Lowell’s 2021 Youth
of the Year.
“My goal is tomake an impact and help as

much as possible,” Adyeri said. “This is a re-

ally good platform, I think; the ability to
cause change for the better.”
According to a statement about the award

from the local club, each year, one “excep-
tional club member is selected to be the Na-
tional Youth of the Year, serving as an am-
bassador for Boys & Girls Club youth as well
as a voice for all of our nation’s young people.
Over the decades, these individuals have ex-
emplified the Boys &Girls Clubmission and
are proof to the impact Clubsmake in trans-
forming and saving kids’ lives.”
As the winner of the local Youth of the

Year award, Adyeri receives a $1,000 scholar-
ship andwill now compete for the state title.
If Adyeri wins the state competition, she
would advance to the National Youth of the
Year competition.
According to the Boys & Girls Club of

Greater Lowell statement, six teens — in-
cluding five regional winners and a national
military youth winner — advance to the Na-
tional Youth of the Year celebration, where
one youth is named Boys & Girls Clubs of
America’s national teen spokesperson.
“The National Youth of the Year is a role
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Boys & Girls Club of
Greater Lowell honors teen

YOUthOfthEYEar
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Kemigisa adyeri, 15, of Lowell, who was select-
ed as the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Lowell's
youth of the year, enjoys robotics at the club.
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continued from ...
said about their move to
the U.S. “When they talk
about it, their lives were
really difficult.”
Adyeri is grateful for

the opportunities pre-
sented by the Boys &Girls
Club of Greater Lowell,
which led to friendships
and helped create a better
vision for her future.
“By doing different pro-

grams it helpedme talk to
other people and project
my voice, because before
it was really hard for me
to do that,” Adyeri said.
“But I’ve learned how to
do that throughout my
time here.”
Runner-ups for the lo-

cal Youth of the Year
award— Lowell residents
Senarica So, 17, and Sori-
da Hou, 16, — also re-
ceived college scholar-
ships.

Follow Aaron Curtis on
Twitter @aselahcurtis

a change in leadership next year,”
Newton said.
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, who has

twice been Baker’s running
mate, reported raising more
than twice as much as Baker in

Column
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March — $64,576 — and
$183,849 this year. She has over
$2 million in cash-on-hand that
could be used by a Baker-Polito
ticket in 2022, and Baker report-
ed another $561,253 in cash-on-
hand.
“The governor and lieutenant

governor are focused onmanag-
ing the pandemic response, not
electoral politics,” Baker’s cam-

paign committee spokesman Jim
Conroy said.
The DGA did not spend in

Massachusetts in 2018 to sup-
port the party’s nominee Jay
Gonzalez against Baker after
putting $1.4 million into former
Attorney General Martha Coak-
ley‘s 2014 campaign against Bak-
er.
Massachusetts Democratic

Party Chairman Gus Bickford in
2018 said the DGA’s decision to
stay out of the gubernatorial race
had to do with the strength of
the party’s organization, funded
in large part by U.S. Sen. Eliza-
beth Warren.
A recent Suffolk University/

Boston Globe poll found 71% of
residents approve of the gover-
nor’s handling of the pandemic,

and 67% said they approve of
Baker’s job performance overall.

This week’s Column was
prepared by Reporters Alana
Melanson and Stefan Geller in
Lowell; Prudence Brighton in
Tyngsboro; Matt Murphy from
the State House News Service
and Enterprise Editor
Christopher Scott.

Board of Selectmen in the
May 8 town election, said
he had heard the story
about the latest Genest/
Zimini spat but had not
spoken with either man.
Thibault did call it “po-

litical gamesmanship.”
The latest skirmish fol-

lows a month of emails in-
volving Genest, Zimini and
Thibault. The three men,
in addition to being DATV
board members, are fre-
quently seen on DATV.
Genest and Zimini each
has his own local politics
show, and Thibault is a fre-
quent guest on Zimini’s
show.
The emails obtained by

The Sun show that on
March 30, Genest sent a
summary of events to Gary
Meuse, executive director
of DATV. Meuse is appar-
ently responsible for inves-
tigating complaints.
In that summary, Genest

asksMeuse, who reports to
the board of directors, to
investigate Thibault and
take corrective action for
violations of the board’s
whistleblower policy.
“As you are aware,” Gen-

est writes, “the Whistle-
blower Policy calls for
BoardMembers to practice
honesty and integrity in
fulfilling their responsibil-
ities and says it’s the re-
sponsibility of all Board
Members to report viola-
tions or suspected viola-
tions of DATV bylaws and
policies. It also prohibits
retaliation against some-
one who has reported a vi-
olation in good faith.”
Genest went on to write

DATV
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that he was retaliated
against for filing a com-
plaint on March 2 with
Thibault against Zimini for
violating DATV’s code of
conduct.
He continued that Thi-

bault did not take action
required in the code of
conduct, adding that this
was “something we dis-
cussed subsequently and
that I’ve tried to follow up
about with him several
times since. That com-
plaint contained several
serious violations and to
this day Phil has not ex-
plained why the proper
process wasn’t followed…”
When asked to com-

ment, Thibault said Genest
did not use the word “com-
plaint” in his email. Rath-
er, Genest said it was a
matter of “serious con-
cern.” Thibault said he
would have reacted differ-
ently if Genest had said
“complaint.”

Apparently, Zimini was
critical of Genest, who sent
an email on March 2 to
Thibault about Zimini’s
criticism. Thibault then
sent Genest’s email to the
whole board. That trig-
gered Genest’s allegation
that Thibault retaliated
against him as a whistle-
blower.
Thibault said he would

put the whole matter be-
fore the DATV directors at
their next quarterly meet-
ing, which is after the May
8 town election.
In the upcoming town

election, Thibault is chal-
lenging longtime incum-
bent Selectman Joe DiRoc-
co. In recent months,
DiRocco has been highly
critical of DATV operations
and how the agency han-
dles its finances.
Zimini’s name is also on

the ballot for the position
ofmoderator of the Dracut
Water Supply District. He

is a former selectman.
Genest is an active

member of the Republican
Town Committee, and his
wife Alison Genest is a
member of the Board of Se-
lectmen.
Genest declined to com-

ment, as did Zimini. Both
said they are barred from
discussing board business
by a now-unwritten rule in
the code of conduct. That
rule, once written in the
code as a non-disclosure
pledge, prohibits board
members from sharing
board business with oth-
ers. The non-disclosure
policy appeared to have
been removed when a new
attorney came on board to
represent DATV in discus-
sions with the Board of Se-
lectmen. But only the need
to sign a pledge was re-
moved. DATV directors are
still expected to refrain
from sharing board busi-
ness.
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dracut Access Television Executive director Gary Meuse, left, and treasurer and acting
president phil Thibault are seen at dATV's offices and studio.

model, leader and advo-
cate for over 4.6 million
youth served by Boys &
Girls Clubs each year, and
all of America’s young
people,” the club state-
ment said.
Also, the national win-

ner would be granted full
tuition to attend college.
Adyeri’s parents, Pachu

and Kabagambe Adyeri,
came to the U.S. from Af-
rica when Adyeri was 4
years old.
She and one of her

brothers was born in
Uganda, while her other
four siblings were born in
the Democratic Republic
of Congo. Adyeri de-
scribed her parents as her
role models.
“It must have been very

difficult for them,” she
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Kemigisa Adyeri is thinking about majoring in mechanical
engineering in college.
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For more info call Laura at 603-557-1117 or Tom at 603-566-7349
RE/MAX Innovative Properties 603-589-8800 // www.EtchstoneProperties.com

One-level, open concept living
Master bedroom suite
Unit sizes 1,000-1,500 sq ft
Heated garage parking
Maintenance free
Stunning wooded setting
5 miles to Massachusetts

Welcome to

2BR/2BA STARTING AT

$337,900

OPEN HOUSE // THURSDAY-SUNDAY 12-3PM
3D tour available at www. EtchstoneProperties.com

2 HENRY DAVID DRIVE, NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE // alcovecondos.com

A BOUTIQUE PROPERTY // 19 63 GARDEN STYLE RESIDENCES
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