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    Yesterday’s question results         (170 votes)      
Should mail-in voting be made permanent in Massachusetts? 
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Today’s Question
Did you pay any attention to Jeff 
Bezos’ 11-minute space flight?  
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Summer shows 
beat the blues
Push past mid-summer 
funk with colorful shows. 
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Bay Staters say bring 
back happy hour
70% in favor of lifting ban 
put into place  in 1984. 
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nearby hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead, according to 
the Middlesex District Attorney’s 
Office.

District Attorney Marian Ryan 
and Chief of Police Michael Luth 
confirmed in a statement that an 
open investigation into the 
drowning started around 3:19 
p.m. Wednesday. The drowning 
occurred near the Peter E. Ber-
tozzi Wildlife Management Area.

“The preliminary information 
suggests that a group of five 
friends were allegedly jumping in 
and out of the river using a rope 
swing. When they attempted to 
cross the river, one of them, a 17-
year-old male, went underwater 
and did not resurface,” the state-
ment reads.

Ryan and Luth said during the 
recovery efforts, the river level 
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               By Jacob Vitali            
               jvitali@lowellsun.com            

GROTON  »  A 17-year-old male 
swimmer drowned in the Squan-
nacook River on Wednesday, offi-
cials said in a statement.

Recovery efforts for a missing 
swimmer were underway on 
Wednesday afternoon. The town’s 
fire department located the 
swimmer at 4:32 p.m. and subse-
quently transported him to a 

Teen swimmer drowns in river
GROTON

               By Aaron Curtis            
               acurtis@lowellsun.com            

LOWELL  »  While standing court-
side at the Boys & Girls Club of 
Greater Lowell on July 15 — a 
basketball game taking place a 
few feet away — 18-year-old 
club member Kilmonte Donkor 
looks for the words to describe 
his love for basketball.

“It’s like poetry in motion,” 
the Lowell teen concludes.

Donkor and several other 
teens, club staff members and 
volunteers are at the club gym 
on July 15 to partake in the 
Peace League. The summer bas-
ketball league — which has 
been around for about 15 years 

— at the local Boys & Girls Club 
is for youth ages 13 to 18.

The league was created as a 
way to keep teenagers off the 
streets during the summer 
months. A shirt worn by 18-
year-old Lowell resident and 
Peace League player Dennis 
Cardonneau states, “Shoot 
hoops, not people.”

As Donkor talks on the side-
line about the Peace League, a 
game against league teams the 
Celtics and the Thunder comes 
down to the wire.

“It’s had major impact on my 
growth as a player and a per-
son, because without this sum-
mer league, I could be any-
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Teens play in Peace League

‘IT’S LIKE 
POETRY IN 
MOTION’

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF GREATER LOWELL

JULIA MALAKIE / LOWELL SUN

The Spurs’ Trokon Harris (1), left, and Thunder's Brian Naje (24) and 
Javien Kirmil (3) play in the Peace League at the Boys & Girls Club of 
Greater Lowell on July 14.
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As a result of recent rain, the 
Squannacook River has high water 
and a rapid current. A 17-year-old 
male swimmer was recovered from 
the river near the Peter E. Bertozzi 
Wildlife Management Area and 
was later pronounced dead 
on Wednesday.

While the 2021 Lowell Sum-
mer Music Series lineup is es-
tablished and the first concert 
takes place next weekend, we 

have some news to 
pass along, and it 
is good news for 
concertgoers who 
enjoy shows at 
Boarding House 
Park.

LSMS General 
Manager Peter 
Aucella told The 

Sun that they have received 
clearance from the National 
Park Service to hold concerts 
and kids shows outdoors at 
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C’s legend 
Bird recalls 
his Olympic 
glory days 
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where on the streets,” 
Donkor said over the game 
noise. “I could be doing 
whatever it is, but I came 
here and put my work in 
and showcased my tal-
ents.”

Donkor now plans to 
play collegiate basketball 
at Barry University, a Divi-
sion II private school in 
Miami, Fla. When asked 
how Donkor got involved 
in the Peace League, he 
points to a banner over-
looking the court that dis-
plays the smiling face of lo-
cal legend William “Billy” 
Gilmore.

“That man right there,” 
Donkor said.

According to Donkor, 
Gilmore was the one who 
first put a basketball in his 
hands nearly a decade ago.

Gilmore,  who passed 
away unexpectedly in 2018, 
is the former Boys & Girls 
Club director. His positive 
impact on the youth of 
Lowell has rippled through 
multiple generations. One 
of his many contributions 
was co-founding the Peace 
League, along with Mike 
Branch and Eric McCoy.

The Peace League is now 
run by Elliot Vargas, who is 
on the court for every 
league game. The league 
runs from the first week in 
July to mid-August, with a 
regular season followed by 
a playoff bracket.

Vargas  livestreams the 
game on Instagram, so 
family and friends can 
watch from home.

“It’s always been popu-
lar,” Vargas said while 
keeping a close eye on the 
Celtics vs. Thunder game 
unfolding before him. “The 
Peace League is becoming 
a big part of our communi-
ty.”

Vargas details the 
league, while shouting out 
words of encouragement 
to players on both teams. 
According to Vargas, this 
year 80 youth were al-
lowed to sign up, with 10 
participants making up 
each of the eight league 
teams. There are league 
tryouts, then a draft is car-
ried out to determine who 
plays for which team. The 
league is free for the youth.

Vargas said the No. 1 
draft pick in this year’s 
Peace League was local 
basketball star George 
Turkson, a 6-foot-6 Lowell 
High student. Turkson, at 
the age of 15, has already 

League
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Everyone in the gym 
erupts in cheers as Antwi 
runs back up the court to 
play defense.

The Peace League is 
funded by the Shannon 
Community Safety Initia-
tive grant, which is award-
ed by the state Executive 
Office of Public Safety and 
Security. The goal of the 
grant is to assist the Lowell 
Police Department with 
implementing a compre-
hensive anti-gang and 
youth violence strategy. 
According to Joe Hungler, 
the executive director of 
the local Boys & Girls Club, 
the Lowell Police Depart-
ments receives the grant 
then allocates the funding 
to local organizations, in-
cluding the Boys & Girls 
Club to run the Peace 
League and other teen pro-
grams.

Terance Mann, who 
grew up in Lowell and to-
day plays in the NBA for 
the Los Angeles Clippers, is 
probably the most notable 

Peace League alumni. Var-
gas made promotional ma-
terial for the league, which 
he posted on Instagram. 
According to Vargas, Mann 
even took the time to send 
a video of himself to use in 
the promotional material.

“The video is set in the 
Clippers practice arena,” 
Vargas said. “(Mann) does 
a windmill dunk, then 
looks at the camera and 
says, ‘Peace League is 
back.'”

When Gilmore died in 
2018, Mann thanked 
Gilmore and praised the 
league on his Twitter ac-
count. The Tweet says, 
“Peace league is where I 
met half my friends in the 
city, half my motivation to 
play this sport, my compet-
itiveness came from pick 
up runs at the boys and 
girls club, everyone tryna 
prove that they can hoop.. 
RIP Billy! Thank you !”

The future looks bright 
for the league, which con-
tinues to grow in populari-

ty.
Those who played as 

youth keep coming back, 
including Miguel Hernan-
dez, who served as the ref-
eree for the games on 
Thursday. Hernandez is ea-
ger to point out that before 
he was a referee in the 
Peace League, he won a 
championship as both a 
youth player and as a 
coach.

“I love it here,” Hernan-
dez said. “I’ve been coming 
to the club since I was 7.”

Reflecting on his favor-
ite memory, Hernandez 
shares a story about mak-
ing the game winning shot 
in the Peace League cham-
pionship game when he 
was a kid. After sinking the 
shot, he remembers turn-
ing to the sideline to see 
Gilmore jumping up and 
down and “going crazy.”

“It’s always a good vibe 
here,” Hernandez said.

            Follow Aaron Curtis on 
Twitter @aselahcurtis         
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The Spurs' George Kiu (9), left, and Thunder's Javien Kirmil (3), give Kevin Agyemang a 
hand during a Peace League game.

been scouted by multiple 
Division 1 colleges.

According to Vargas, the 
Peace League sign-up is on 
a first-come, first-serve ba-
sis. The first 80 kids who 
sign up each make a team. 
This means there is a spec-
trum of basketball back-
grounds among the youth 
participants, from less ex-
perienced players to bud-
ding stars.

Vargas, recalling his 
time in the league years 
ago when he was a club 
kid, points out the differ-
ent skill levels added even 
more intrigue to the 
league.

“For somebody who 
wasn’t in varsity sports, 
this was my basketball ex-
perience that a lot of kids 
don’t get to experience,” 
Vargas said. “A lot of kids 
won’t be able to make their 
high school team, so the 
memories you get playing, 
this is where they’re going 
to get them. That’s what it 
did for me. I was able to 
play against kids who end-
ed up going to play in col-
lege, and I could say ‘I got a 
steal off that kid one time’ 
or ‘I shot a three on that 
kid one time.'”

Vargas says under nor-
mal circumstances the 
gym is packed with a 
crowd to watch the league 
games, with three games 
taking place from 4 to 7 

p.m. both Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. However, due 
to pandemic regulations, 
spectators are not allowed 
in the gym. Despite this 
fact, the atmosphere for 
the games is electric.

With the game between 
the Celtics and Thunder 
tied at 64 in the final min-
ute, Thunder coach Frank 
Wafo calls a timeout and 
gets his team in a huddle to 
draw up a play. Right off 
the timeout an inbound 
pass leads to a quick score, 
which ends up being the 
game winner for the Thun-
der.

“Almost every game 
comes down to the wire,” 
Vargas said.

Next up on the schedule 
on July 15 is what turns out 
to be another competitive 
game that comes down to 
the final seconds between 
the Heat and the Cavaliers.

Vargas stresses the 
Peace League is open to 
both boys and girls, but the 
league does not get many 
female participants. He 
hopes this changes in the 
future. As for this year, 
only one girl out 80 youth 
signed up for the Peace 
League: 16-year-old Cathe-
rine Antwi, of Lowell, who 
plays for the Heat.

In the first period on 
Thursday, Antwi sinks a 
corner three-pointer for 
her team, nothing but net. 

JULIA MALAKIE / LOWELL SUN

The Spurs’ Chiyozie Adigwe makes moves against the Je-
siah Garcia of the Thunder. 

was high with a visibly 
strong current due to re-
cent rain.

The identity of the 
swimmer was not immedi-

River
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ately released.
It has been a tragic sum-

mer on Massachusetts wa-
terways, with a large num-
ber of drownings 
prompting warnings state-
wide, and even a state push 
to offer more free swim-
ming lessons.

On July 6, an 11-year-old 

girl was pulled from the 
Merrimack River by a pass-
erby, but later died at a 
Boston hospital. That same 
day, a toddler was pulled 
from a pool in Tewksbury 
by his 11-year-old sister. A 
family member then resus-
citated with directions 
from police dispatchers.

resolve any differences be-
tween selectmen and 
DATV. A contract signing is 
anticipated for October.

DiRocco called the draft 
that was presented to se-
lectmen this week “the 
most beneficial for the 
town.”

Over the past year, Di-
Rocco has raised many 
questions about DATV, and 
last summer asked that 
DATV send financial re-
cords to the Board of Se-
lectmen.

DiRocco  was dissatisfied 
with DATV’s response. He 

Dracut
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focused particular concern 
on DATV’s reserve fund, 
which then was $667,000, 
but he thought would grow 
to $1 million by the end of 
2020.

DATV is Dracut’s cable 
access provider and cur-
rently receives funding di-
rectly from Comcast 
through residents’ sub-
scriber franchise fees that 
residents pay to Comcast.

Comcast provides the 
town’s cable services and 
has a contract for those ser-
vices. Under the most re-
cent contract, Comcast 
pays DATV directly from 
the franchise fees. The pay-
ment represents 4% of 
gross video revenue. Anoth-
er 0.25% of the fees go to 

the town’s technology fund.
DATV is neither a town 

department nor part of 
Comcast. But Comcast is re-
quired by the FCC to set 
aside channels for public, 
educational and govern-
mental access. The cable 
channel has argued that it’s 
nongovernmental status al-
lows it to limit information, 
including about its finances 
and governance.

DATV came under fire 
for requiring its board 
members to sign nondis-
closure agreements. That 
requirement applied even 
to those board members 
appointed by the select-
men, the Town Manager 
and the school depart-
ment.

ning of the year and 5% 
scored below the 10th per-
centile at the end of the 
year.

For first graders, 10% 
scored below the 10th per-
centile at the beginning of 
the year and 4% at the end.

Students have been able 
to take summer classes and 
“They’re thrilled to pieces to 
be with other students,” 
Hirsch said.

Superintendent Jay Lang 
said the better half of last 
year was spent trying to fig-
ure out what the school year 
would look like with remote 
and hybrid options. This 
year will likely come down 
to local state guidelines. He 
also said he is proud 
Chelmsford schools were 
able to remain open all 
school year.

“We have to have a very 

Learning
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defined plan,” School Com-
mittee Member Maria San-
tos said. “I’m just not going 
to be able, I think as a teach-
er, (to) take my regular les-
son plan and just move for-
ward. They’re now at grade 
two versus grade one but 
they’re not at the same 
place that they should be in 
order for me to move fro-
ward with my grade two les-
son plan.”

“Fortunately our teachers 
are very skilled,” Hirsch 
added.

Hirsch said they’re going 
to identify any students 
struggling starting by grade 
level and school to narrow 
it down.

Transitioning to life in 
the classroom or life beyond 
home can be an adjustment.

Amy Reese, director of 
student support services, 
announced the recent ap-
pointment of Alison Alves-
Pigeon as a new administra-
tive chairperson in the 
special education depart-

ment. Alves-Pigeon will be 
joining the Student Services 
Department as the adminis-
trative chairperson for the 
Byam, Harrington and 
Parker schools.

She served as a psycholo-
gist and team chair in the 
Lunenburg Public Schools 
since 2018 where she facili-
tated special education 
team meetings for students 
K-5. She was also an ele-
mentary school psycholo-
gist in Deerfield, Ill. She 
holds a doctorate in School 
Psychology from Loyola 
University in Chicago and a 
master’s degree in Educa-
tional Psychology.

Alves-Pigeon has as-
sumed the position that Me-
gan McGuirk was in before 
shifting to the preschool co-
ordinator.

Alves-Pigeon said, “It’s 
been a smooth transition 
which has been wonderful.”

She also said she is off to 
a great start and “has big 
shoes to fill.”

CONTINUED FROM ... 

The next meeting of the Northern Middlesex Metropolitan
Planning Organization (NMMPO) will be held virtually on
July 28, 2021 at 2:00 PM. At this meeting, the NMMPO will vote
to release draft FFY 2021-2025 Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) Amendment 2 for public comment.The full agenda
can be found at www.nmcog.org.

Notice: NMMPO meetings are currently being held virtually
via the Zoom platform. Information about accessing the
meeting will be posted at www.nmcog.org. You can also get
information on meeting access by calling 978-454-8021, ext.
121 or by emailing jhoward@nmcog.org. The NMMPO provides
reasonable accommodations and/or language assistance free of
charge upon request (including but not limited to interpreters
in American Sign Language and languages other than English,
open or closed captioning for videos, assistive listening devices
and alternate material formats), as available. For assistance,
please contact Justin Howard at (978) 454-8021, ext. 121 or
at jhoward@nmcog.org. Requests should be made as soon as
possible for services requiring advanced arrangements, including
sign language, CART or language translation or interpretation.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
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