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WestfoRd  » Terance Mann plays 
on the West Coast, but he’ll never 
forget where his passion for bas-
ketball was born — in the Mill 
City.

Coming full circle, the second-
year guard for the Los Angeles 
Clippers coached alongside his 
former trainer, Julian Lawrence 
Taylor, Synergy Basketball’s head 

coach, during a three-day camp 
this week at The Mill Works.

“This means a lot to me just be-
cause I grew up going to camps 
and that’s where I met most of my 
friends and how we got better at 
basketball,” Mann said. He re-
called summer camps as a kid, 
noting that when it was time to 
leave, they’d keep playing at the 
park.

“We just love the game and it’s 
MaNN » 8a

NBA player Terance Mann of Lowell 
hosts youth camp with former trainer

Julia Malakie Photos / lowell sun

los angeles Clippers forward terance Mann, right, pauses signing photos to sign a basketball at his terance Mann Complete 
Players Clinic for youth basketball on wednesday. Julian lawrence-taylor, left, was running the clinic.

aaron Curtis / lowell sun file

Vilmaria Maldonado, of lowell, shows off her pet goats that also serve 
as therapy animals for her nonprofit. Maldonado was ordered by the 
state Department of agricultural resources to kill the goats, but after 
she failed to do that, the state confiscated and killed them, reporting 
that they were potentially spreading diseases.

disbelief moments after learning 
her goats — which she named 
George Washington, Republican 
and Democrat — had been euth-
anized on Thursday.

“These goats I nurtured and I 
raised,” she said of the 8-month-
old goats. “Baby goats are called 

goats » 8a

along with a state veterinarian and 
local police, seized the goats from 
Oliveira Farm in Tewksbury on 
Aug. 19; the animals were then 
“humanely euthanized and their 
remains properly and safely dis-
posed of,” said MDAR spokesper-
son Craig Gilvarg.

A tearful Maldonado was in 

               by aaron curtis            
               acurtis@lowellsun.com            

teWKsbuRY  » An order calling for 
the slaughter of Lowell resident 
Vilmaria Maldonado’s three pet 
goats was carried out last week.

Massachusetts Department of 
Agricultural Resources officials, 

aNiMal disPute

State euthanizes 
Tewksbury goats

by amy beth Hanson
Associated Press

A young husband with a child on the way who 
wanted to teach history one day, another man 
who always wanted to serve in the military and 
another who planned to become a sheriff ’s dep-
uty after his deployment were among the 13 U.S. 
troops killed in a horrific suicide bombing at Af-
ghanistan’s Kabul airport, which also claimed 
the lives of more than 100 Afghans.

As military personnel were going through the 
grim task of notifying the troops’ next of kin, 
some of their names emerged Friday before the 
government formally announced them. Eleven 
Marines, one Navy sailor and one Army soldier 
were among the dead, while 18 other U.S. service 

Kabul » 5a

Kabul bomb victims 
praised as heroes

‘The brave 
never die’

afgHaNistaNbasKetball

               by barry scanlon            
               Correspondent            

loWell  » The Lowell High School golf tourna-
ment will still pay tribute to one of its greatest 
football players. But the tournament, originally 
scheduled for Monday, will now be held at Four 
Oaks Country Club on Wednesday, Sept. 15, after 

golf » 5a

caWleY stadiuM

cOviD-19 case 
delays golf event
Tourney raising funds to replace 
old lockers at football stadium

giving back

Julia Malakie / lowell sun

Damien Jackman, 15, of lowell, looks to shoo 
during scrimmage at the clinic.

colleges

UMass Lowell 
field hockey 
set to start 
new season
sports » 9a

afgHaNistaN

Biden will 
have no easy 
task tracking 
down killers
World » 6a

covid-19

Scientists 
still can’t 
decide what 
started virus
World » 4a
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kids, and I understand why 
now. They are like chil-
dren to me.”

The details leading to 
the demise of the goats 
was provided in a docu-
ment given to The Sun by 
the MDAR on Thursday. 
The document details vio-
lations of the goats’ quar-
antine order and activities 
by Maldonado and David 
Oliveira that state officials 
said posed serious risks to 
public health.

The paperwork also 
claims Maldonado and Ol-
iveira illegally purchased a 
fourth goat from a live-
stock auction in Littleton 
on July 27. According to 
Gilvarg, that fourth goat 
was later “found in its pen 
dead and covered in feces” 
at Oliveira Farm.

The state  first issued a 
slaughter order to Mal-
donado regarding her 
goats on July 9. The order 
was issued after an MDAR 
inspector observed the 
three goats at the farm, lo-
cated at 199 Marston St. 
Due to the goats’ classifi-
cation as “slaughter-only” 
livestock, it was deter-
mined the farm was in vio-
lation of federal regula-
tions. The notice gave 
Maldonado 72 hours to 
carry out the order.

Katie Gronendyke, com-
munications director for 
the state Executive Office 
of Energy and Environ-
mental Affairs, explained 
the slaughter order in an 
email to The Sun on July 
11.

Goats
FROM PAGE 1A

“The goats were import-
ed into Massachusetts 
from other states with no 
Interstate Certificate of 
Veterinary Inspection 
(ICVI), which automatical-
ly deems them as ‘slaugh-
ter-only’ under federal 
regulations,” Gronendyke 
said, referencing informa-
tion provided by the goats’ 
ear tags. “Slaughter-only is 
a defined term and means 
they must be slaughtered 
and processed within 72 
hours. This designation 
cannot be undone.”

Gronendyke said the 
goats at the farm are in vi-
olation of federal regula-
tions. The MDAR has a 
standing memorandum of 
understanding with the 
USDA to enforce viola-
tions.

“Slaughter-only goats 
get commingled with oth-
er animals being shipped 
in for the purpose of 
slaughter, none of which 
have been examined by a 
veterinarian and deemed 
healthy, so they pose a sig-
nificant risk of introduc-
ing and spreading infec-
tious disease,” Gronendyke 
said.

She added that to im-
port a goat to keep, the an-
imal has to be examined by 
a USDA-accredited veteri-
narian and deemed 
healthy so they can issue 
an Interstate Certificate of 
Veterinary Inspection. The 
animal also has to have an 
official ear tag or other of-
ficial means of identifica-
tion and the identification 
is entered on the certifi-
cate by the veterinarian.

“Additionally, if the 
goats are from certain 
states they may also need a 

negative test result for cer-
tain diseases of concern,” 
Gronendyke said.

Despite the slaughter 
order, Maldonado refused 
to kill her goats, which 
were a gift to her from Da-
vid Oliveira, the son of 
Dinis Oliveira, who owns 
the farm. The farm special-
izes in fresh organic eggs 
and farm-raised steers for 
the production of meat. 
With Dinis Oliveira get-
ting older, David Oliveira 
said last month that he 
now manages the farm.

“This is like someone 
asking you to kill your cat 
or your dog,” David Olivei-
ra said of the state’s edict 
last month. “These are do-
mestic pets now.”

Several weeks passed 
without any updates on 
the fate of Maldonado’s 
goats, as officials investi-
gated the case involving 
the three pet animals fur-
ther. In the meantime, 
Maldonado was expected 
to abide by certain rules, 
which included quarantin-
ing her goats on the farm.

A Notice of Assessment 
of Penalty, which the 
MDAR issued to Maldona-
do and David Oliveira on 
Aug. 17, shows the pair re-
ceived a fine of $2,000. 
The notice explains the 
fine and provides a de-
tailed history of the case 
since the initial slaughter 
order. For example, on 
Aug. 5 Maldonado and Da-
vid Oliveira were granted a 
permit allowing the three 
goats to be moved while 
under quarantine to a vet-
erinary hospital for care 
and then back to the farm. 
The permit provided four 
and a half hours to trans-

accompanied by a state 
veterinarian and local po-
lice, seized the animals 
and took them off the 
property where they were 
humanely euthanized.

The USDA conducted its 
own review and affirmed 
the MDAR’s decision on 
the fate of the pet goats, 
according to Gilvarg.

Despite the information 
provided in the notice, 
Maldonado insists she has 
been abiding by the rules 
established by state offi-
cials.

Maldonado claims the 
fourth goat was purchased 
for her and David Oliveira, 
and it is not clear why the 
animal died. She also said 
the fourth goat was kept in 
a separate pen away from 
her three goats. Maldona-
do also insists the fourth 
goat was never removed 
from the slaughter-only 
channel, as she had not de-
cided the future of the ani-
mal at the time of its 
death.

Maldonado said her pet 
goats were taken from Ol-
iveira Farm when she was 
not on site. She attempted 
to find out where the goats 
were and she even asked 
local and state officials if 
she could at least visit 
them. However, she points 
out she was not given the 
option to see the animals, 
which she says she used to 
bathe daily and put in dia-
pers when they lived with 
her in Lowell.

“I did everything they 
asked me to do,” Maldona-
do said. “We were trying to 
build a place for them, but 
it takes time.”

            Follow Aaron Curtis on 
Twitter @aselahcurtis.         

good see kids still doing the same 
thing.” Mann said.

The Terance Mann Complete 
Player Camp took place Monday 
through Wednesday. Athletes 
ages 8 to 18 hustled up and down 
the courts, as a Lowell DJ spun 
upbeat music to keep the energy 
going.

“Eyes up! Encourage your 
teammate,” Taylor exhorted.

Known as “Coach JT,” Taylor 
glided between scrimmages and 
drills to coach as a Sun reporter 
walked beside him.

“I was his first personal player 
development coach,” Taylor said 
of Mann, who emerged in the 
NBA playoffs. “It’s a big week for 
Terance Mann in the Merrimack 
Valley and Lowell. 

“He’s a great humble kid and 
he’s all about giving back and 
helping out.”

Mann’s Complete Player 
Camp is a  tribute to William 
“Billy G” Gilmore, who was the 
athletics manager at the Boys & 
Girls Club of Greater Lowell for 
12 years. Gilmore died in 2018 at 
age 52.

Additionally, on Thursday, 
Mann hosted a free clinic at the 
Boys & Girls Club of Greater 
Lowell. He received a key to the 
city.

The camp focused on all as-
pects of basketball — not just 
shooting, or playing defense or 
dribbling — but encouraging 
teammates, motivating others 
and making other players better. 
Being the best player you can be 

Mann
FROM PAGE 1A

Mann moved to Lowell from 
Brooklyn, N.Y., when he was 11. 
He didn’t have an NBA vision 
until he was much older.

“I decided to play travel bas-
ketball my fifth grade year and 
that’s where somebody saw me 
play and put my mother in con-
tact with JT, ” Mann said.

Mann’s mother, Daynia La-
Force, is a WNBA coach for the 
Atlanta Dream.

Taylor said Mann always had 
a great support system that 
made him well-rounded — his 
mother, father and brother, Mar-
tin Mann.

By sixth and seventh grade he 
was playing basketball every 
weekend. 

Taylor would take them to 
tournaments in Connecticut, 
Virginia, and sometimes Flori-
da. Training during the week is 
where Mann said he met lots of 
friends. “That’s where my game 
grew,” he said.

“I wanted to expose him to 
other different competition,” 
Taylor said. “Also more of a dan-
gling carrot to think ‘hey, you 
know what, there’s someone out 
there that’s working as hard’ and 
it led to a motivation. So I was 
there at an early age and been 
there ever since.”

Taylor has been in player de-
velopment for about 14 years. 
“It’s more than basketball,” he 
said.

“That’s what Terance wants to 
do, he wants to be able to give 
his experiences — the work ethic 
that he learned at camps and 
clinics — and give it back to 
these athletes. Especially cause 
he’s an MVC kid.”

Saul Phiri, who plays basket-

ball at LaSalle University, helped 
coach at camp.

“I’ve known Terance and JT 
for almost 18 years now. It’s hon-
estly what got me started in bas-
ketball. I joined JT’s original 
AAU team, BBC, and Terance 
was a part of the program,” said 
Phiri. “Watching him grow 
throughout high school, college, 
now being a pro is an unbeliev-
able experience for someone you 
know from back home.”

Mann and Phiri have been 
great buddies ever since.

Mann, 24, who was the 48th 
NBA draft pick in 2020 out of 
Florida State, just completed a 
second stellar season in LA. But 
as much fun as that was, he said 
being a part of this camp is 
equally rewarding.

“It feels good because when I 
was their age I didn’t really have 
anybody like myself to look up 
to. No one really came around, 
had camps, talked to the kids,” 
Mann said. 

“We kind of had to lead our-
selves, so it’s cool to have some-
body there to do it.”

Maya Petterson, a sophomore 
from Lowell, said she got a lot 
out of the expert coaching. “I 
like the coaches,” she said. “They 
do their best and they’re really 
good at it.”

Mann tries to visit the MVC at 
least once a year. “It’s cool being 
back. I just don’t like how the 
exit numbers changed,” he 
joked, about the state’s highway 
exit renumbering project.

“I would like to thank Arbella 
Insurance cause they helped me 
out with this a lot,” Mann said. 
Other camp sponsors included 
Nike, Cliff Bar and BodyArmor.

for your team, Taylor explained.
“That’s what Terance has been 

able to show in the NBA — that 

he’s a well-rounded player. He 
doesn’t just do one thing, he 
does all the other things.”

JULiA MALAkiE / LOWELL sUN

Libby dahn, 11, of Newburyport, dribbles the ball during drills at the 
terance Mann Complete Players Clinic.

port the animals. Accord-
ing to the notice, Maldona-
do failed to return the ani-
mals to the farm in the 
allotted time.

The same day, the notice 
states a veterinarian found 
all three goats to be “se-
verely underweight,” with 
the possible causes includ-
ing gastrointestinal para-
sites, according to the no-
tice. All three animals 
were also coughing during 
their exams and were not-
ed to have harsh lung 
sounds, indicative of 
pneumonia.

The following day, a De-
partment of Animal 
Health inspector found 
the three goats were not in 
their place of quarantine 
at Oliveira Farm, accord-
ing to the notice. The pa-
perwork states Maldonado 
later admitted to being at a 
Tewksbury restaurant 
with the goats. MDAR was 
alerted to a Twitter post on 
Maldonado’s account 
showing people and young 
children handling all three 

goats outside the restau-
rant, the notice states. The 
notice further stresses a 
person’s contact with a 
sick animal can lead to dis-
ease transmission.

According to Gilvarg, 
the MDAR also conducted 
an inspection of the goats 
and found the three goats’ 
conditions appeared to 
have worsened due to 
what he said was a parasit-
ic infection, “and that they 
were showing evidence of 
contagious disease.”

Meanwhile, the fourth 
goat — which the notice 
states was illegally pur-
chased from a slaughter-
only channel at a livestock 
auction in Littleton on 
July 27 — was found in its 
pen dead.

Gilvarg said the MDAR 
provided Maldonado and 
David Oliveira with a writ-
ten notice that their fail-
ure to comply with the 
original order would result 
in “additional enforce-
ment action.” On Aug. 19, 
state officials from MDAR, 

AArON CUrtis / LOWELL sUN fiLE

Vilmaria Maldonado, of Lowell, shows her pet goats that 
also served as therapy animals in this file photo.

568 Main Street, Hudson, MA (978) 562-9182
www.AmericanHeritageMuseum.org

Museum Open
Wed. - Sun.
10 AM to 5 PM

Race of the Century
September 11th & 12th
Tickets on sale now!

Horses, bicycles, electric cars, vehicles powered by water or small explosions, all poised to solve the
transportation issues of the day. The American Heritage Museum will host a most entertaining event

that pits some of the greatest mobility based technological advancements against each other in
Race of the Century. An event not to be missed! September 11th & 12th. Tickets now on sale.
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