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SENTENCED

‘You're a thief of life, a murderer’

Timmy Chan gets life in prison, with possibility of parole in 20 vears

By Aaron Curtis

wouriis@imenlnmn som

LOWELL » Unrelenting grief
flowed from Mathaniel Fahian's
lowved ones on Tuesday duting his
killer's sentencing in Middlesex
Superior Court. As each family
member delivered a tearful vie-
tim impact statement, a pholo-
graph deplcting Fablan's smiling
face Iit up the many monitors in-

side the courtroom.

The man who gunned down
Fabian, 21-vear-old Timmy Chan,
convicted earlfier this month of
second-degree murder, sat motion:
less at the defendant's table while
the heartbmken family members
expressed their anguish. When
they were finished, Judge Robert
Ullman 2entenced Chan to life in
prizon, with the poasibllity of pa-
rode aflter 20 vears.

“People say, “You're so strong.”
I am not strong. | don’t have a
cholce, I'm surviving™ sid Fabi-
an's mother, Stacey Braley, during
her address. “The death of a child
is like losing your breath and
never catching it again.”

Braley said she stil] has trouble
getting out of bed cach day, con-
stamtly reliving the night of Oct
13, 2021 when she received the

CHAN » PAGEY

Stacey Braley, the
mother of murder
wiet im, £ 0-year-old
Hathaniel Fablan, and
her husband, Scott
Braloy, duiing the
sentencing far Timmy
Chan in Middlesex
Superior Court on May
28, 2024

JRD CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

TRAHAN HIGHLIGHTS BOYS

& GIRLS CLUB FUNDING

S2.2M for 5 clubs
across district

By Potor Cumier

poussiee i foa an coy

LowELL » 5. Rep. Lori Trahan
and leaders of local Boys & Girls
Clube esebrated £2.2 milllon in
federal funding Trahan secured
for the clubs in the 3rd Congres-
sional District in a fscal 2023
funding package.

The funding negotiated by Tra-
han was used to support five Boys
& Girls Clubs in her district, in-
chuding the clubs in Lowell, Law-
rence, MetmWest, Haverhill and
the Fitchburg, Leominster and
Gardner club, It is being used

to fund new and existing work-
force development programs at
the cluls, including career path-
ways exploratbon, job skills train-
ing and work-based learning ex-
periences for teenage club mem-
bhers,

Trahan came to the Boys &
Girls Club of Greater Lowell Tues-
day evening to highlight the fund-
ing. She said all five clubs eollabo-
rated to request the $2.2 million,
which was split evenly with each
chb receiving about S400,000,

“It’s going to fill such a major
necd. I just learned of all the pro-
grams all the individual clubs are

rl:l'll!r:l.rll.il:l.,g.: of around the work- US Roep Lodi Trahan met with Bado
Boys & Girls Clubs of Lowell Lawrence, Haverhill, MetroWest and
chburg and Gardner May 28, 2024 to highlight
4.2 . 2milion in foderal funding Trahan secured to support the

force, apprent iceships and career
pathways,” said Trahan. =If you
think about all the legslation we
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Trump
convicted
of felony
crimes

It's a first for a
former president

By Michael R. Sisak,
Jennifer Paltz,

Ede Tucker,

Jill Colvinand
MichellaL. Price

Thie A mso ievded Prese

wEW voRK = Donald Tromp be-
came the first former A merican
president to be convicted of fel-
ony erimes Thursday as a New
York jury found him guily of all
34 charges in a scheme to ilke-
gally influence the 2016 dection
through a hish money payvinent
to a porn actor who sadd the two
had sex.

Trump sal
h['.}!ll."fi.il.'l.'l.l '-‘-']:IIJI'
the wverdict was
read as cheering
from the streed e
lowr could be heard
in the hallway on
the courthouse's
15th floor where
the decision was
revealed after more than nine
hosurg of del iberst ons,

“This was a rigged, disgrace-
ful trial,” an angry Trump told
reporters after leaving the court-
roamm, “The real verdict iz golng
to be Nov. 5 by the people. They
know what happened, and every-
ane knows what happened here”™

Judge Juan Merchan set sen-
tencing for July 11, just days be-
fore the Republ ican Mational Cone
verthon (M ivaukes, where GOP
leaders, who remained resolate
in ther support in the immedi-
ate aftermath of the verdict, ame
expected to formally make him
their nominee.

The verdict is a stunning kegal
reckoning for Trump and exposes
him to potential prison time in
the city where his manipulations
af the tabloid press helped catas
pult him from a real estate tyooon
to reality television star and ul-
timately president. As he seeks
o reclaim the White Honse in
this year'’s election, the judgment
presents voters with another test
af their willingness 1o accept
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U.5. Rep. Lorl Trahan, loft, spoaks at the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Lowell May 28,
2024 1o highlight $2 .2 million in federal f unding she secu mwd

Trahan
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Just passed, whether it was
infrastructure, or CHIPS
and Science, or inflation ne-
duction with imestments in
clean energy, we need maore
waorkers.”

Boys & Girls Club of
Fitchburg, Leominster, &
Gardner CEQ Elizabeth
Coveney called the federal

funds “a transformative in-
vestment™ in their work-
force devel opment pmojects,

“This support will enable
us o expand our programs,
fostering the next genera-
tion of leaders right hers
in our district. We are pro-
foundly grateful for Con-
gresswoman Trahan's vi-
sion and commitment to
our mission, and we look
forward to seeing the re-
markable impact of this
funding on our Clubhouse

far tive clubs in her district

and beyond,” said Coveney.
David Ginisi, the senior
director of marketing and
development at the Boys
& Gids Club of Fitchburg,
Leominster, & Gardner, said
the funding for their club
would be used for evolving
their programs for their
teenage members to help
them explore a range of po-
tentinl carser interests,
“We are looking to Duild
a state of the art podcast
studio with this. We are

Teens from the Boys & Girls Club of Fitchbuig, Leominster, & Gardnar

miplain to U5, Rap

Lot Trahan haw fodesal funding will suppart workforce developmant programs at thel club

looking to create and es-
tablish licensing prgrams.
Lifeguard licensing. driv-
ers’ licensing, CNA pro-
gramming, giving these
kids the opportunities to
develop skills that will bet-
ter prepare them to enter
the workforce as they move
on and mature,” said Ginisi

Boys & Girls Clab of
Greater Lowell Executive
Director Joe Hungler said

the funds would hedp give
his club’s members the re-
sources and exposure to
set themselves up for a
good career in the future.
As he spoke, construction
surronnded the building as
the club bhullds a new teen
CEntEr

“Our goal is to make sune
that as we build this new
teen center with a separate
teen entrance, there is the

awesome programs that will
inspire our youth by expos-
ing them to different careers
and what s possible,” sald
Hungler. “As well as to make
sume they get the skills they
need and the experiences
and the connections. A lot
of kids could be one of the
smartest kids in the world,
ot f they can't get thedr oot
in the door, you can't get to
the interview.”

Chan

call that her 20-year-old son
had been shot on the streets
of the Highlands

“1 did not get to say good-
bye,” said Braley, with her
husband, Scott Braley, at
her side, °1 did not get 1o
hold my baby, and ran my
fingers through his hair, ket
him know that I was them
for him, and that it was OK
to go toward the light. In-
stead he died alone in an al-
beyway”

Fablan's grandmother,
Lisa Smith, recalled be-
ing in the delivery room
when Fablan was bhorn on
March 26, 2001. As other
family members had done,
Emith referenced Falbian's
great sense of humor, his
big smile and his even big
ger heart.

She described him as “a
daredevil on a skateboard,”
and a hard worker with a
promising future in den-
tistry. Fablan worked for
Lowel]l Dentistry for Chil
dren after graduating from
the dental assisting poo-
gram at Middlesex Com-
munity College.

Smith also addrezsed
Chan directly, calling him
“a coward.”

“You shot seven times
oul on the street from 200
feet away like it was a video
game, and then you ran to
hikde,” Smith =aicl, "Bt the
reality is this is not a video
gamee, this is the real workd.
There i no reset button or
starting over. Yoil miarlered
our grandson, a mistake
that cannot be fixed, and
thare are CONRSEC LR NCES of
this helnous act. ... You're
a thief of life, a murderer.”

Ullman deseribed the
victim impact statements
“as very powerful and, quite
frankly, devastating.”

“I just wish that Mr. Chan
and anyone who considered
this kind of act of violence
coulkd hear these statements
before they did what they
were thinking about.” U1k
man said. *Unfortunately
this i whene we'me a”

Before handing down
the smtence, Ullman gave
Chan an opportunity to
address those in the court-
room. More than 30 of Fa-
bian's loved ones wen: pris-
ent in the gallery, mam of
whom had appearsd each
day thmughout the trial

“Tf vou want b sy som e
thing before 1 impose the
sentence, now is the time,”
UMiman tald Chan.

Aflter a brief conversa-
tion betwean Chan, and
his attorney, Jeflrey Swioe-
ney, Sweeney reveabed that
Chan dedlined (o speak

Middbesex Assistant Dis-
trict Attorneys Christo-
pher Tarrant and Ashles
Mastrangelo had pushed
for the maximum sentence
possible for seoomd-degroe
murnder: Hie in prison, with
the possibility of parole af
ter 25 years.

“T believe the Compmon-
wealth's recommendation
would serve a purpose of
deterrence, rehabilitation,
as well as punishment,”
Tarrant said. “But, more
importiantly, I think it’s re

Ty Chan, 21, of Low
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murder for the shooting death of Nathaniel Fablan in 2021,
was sentencod to life in prison, with the possibility of

parole sfter 20 yeads, in Middl

An image of Nathaniel Fabdan

Gsi Superior Court on May
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was displayed during the

sentencing for his musderer, Timmy Chan, in Middles.ox
Suparior Court on May 28, 2024

flective of the lifelost in this
Cise”

Sweeney countered the
prosecution's request by
asking Ullman to sentence
Clan o the minimum sen-
tence allowed by law, which
includes life with the pos-
sibélity of parole after 15
vears, In dodng so, Sweensy
referenced Chan's lack of &
criminal record keading up
to the shooting, as well as
the fact that his client was
19 at the time,

Sweeney also detaibed
Chan's tumuliuons child-
hood, noting his client was
cxposed to “mther poor in-
fluences during a very ten-
der age.”

Sweeney said Chan's fa-
ther was deported to Cam-
bodE doe to legal issues
many years ago, while his
mother “suffers from sew
eral mental health Biues”
Ineluding sehizophrenla,

Chan’s unstable youth led
him to the group of people
Involved in the shoot ing, ac-
cording to Sweeney. The at-
torney added his client has
expressed remorse.

“1If Mr. Chan had a wish
right now, it would be to
go back in time and not be
around the people he was
around when these events
occurmed” Sweeney said,

Ullman met the two
shdes in the middle, setting
Chan's parole digibility af-
ter 20 vears, while adding
“this was a totally senseless
crime, and the devastatbon
on Mathanied’s family can’t

be ignored.”

“If eligibility after 20
vears instead of 15 years has
some deterrent effect — has
some ability for people like
Mr. Chan to think twioe e
fore they react to a few so-
cial media posts by going
out and shooting somene

then maybe something
would have been accom-
plished,” Ullman said

Chan shot Fabian with a
Af-caliber handgun on Lo
ing Street at about 10:30
pam. Oet. 13, 2021, Fabian,
Wi was .dl.l.l[ 4l seven fhmes
hy Chan, was struck by a
single bullet, which pierced
his back, broke a rib, traw
eled through both his lungs
and his heart, then exited
his chest,

What led to the violenoe
could be traced back to
online bullying that was
started by Samantha Chum,
Fablan's ex-glrlfriend.
Chum had used Facebook
as a forum to make fun of
Thailynn Voraphonh, who
testified to being in an on-
again, off-again reltion-
ship with Fabian. Vora-
phonh ended up contact-
ing Fahian, requesting him
o put an end o the online
harassment. Fabian then
contacted Chum, demand-
ing she leave Voraphonh
alone,

“That sort of sparks
among many group chats

. quite a bit of inflam-
matory and enraged argu-
ments over the course of
the evening,” Mastrangeo
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tocay Braloy wipes sway a tear while addressing the court during the sentencing for hai
son's murderes, Timmy Chan, onMay 28, 2024, Chan recelved a life sentence, with the
possibllity of parole after 210 years, for the killing of 20-year-old Nathaniel Fablan in Lowell

In Det. 2021

COURTESY STACEY BRALEY
Mathanie| Fabian was 20
when he was shat to death
In the ared of Loring and
Westford streets in Dotaber
2021, Timmy Chan k&
chorged with fiest-dogiee
murder for alegedly pulling
the trigger

siid during a hearing ear-
lier this yvear.

Chum reached out to
her friends, Isabella Lach
{Chans girlfriend), Jes-
tie= Sadia Segal-Wright,

Chan, and Brian Lach (Is-
abella Lach's brother, and
Segal-Wright's boyTriend),
recraiting them to con-
front Fabian. They com-
plied, and the group set
ip a plan to mest Fabian
for a fight
During the trial, Brian
Lach and Segal-Wright,
who were granted {mmu-
nity by the Middlesex Dis-
trict Altorney's Office for
thar testimony, implentoed
Chan as the gunman. Both
wiere with Chan before and
after the shooting, whibe
Brian Lach testified he was
with Chan at the time of
the shooting. Segal-Wright,
meanwhile, testified o ws-
ing her car to drive them
both from the murder
scene, [sabella Lach was in
the car at the time,
Chan ks the only one who
vas charged for the crime.
When asked aboul the
judges decision on Tues-
day to give Chan a sen-
tenoe under the maxi mum,
Stacey Braley said Ullman

“has been fair from the be-
ginning.” She added that
she felt Ullman “heard us™
and felt the family's pain,

The grieving mother said
she wanted Chan to address
her family with hiz own
words on Tuesday — o ex-
press remorse directly to
the crowd of Fabian's loved
ones who had been gather-
ing in the courtroom sinee
Dugy 1 of the trial,

“It meant nothing come
ing from Sweeney,” she sald
=1t would have meant more
coming from him.”

Stacey Braley also re-
jected Sweeney's comments
to Ullman about Chan's
“gad childhoid drama™ as
she described It

“Anyone at any time can
change their path,” she said
“You either become a prod-
uct of your family or be-
come better. There is no
[Tl 1.

Followr Aaron Curtis on
X, formerly Eaown as
Toritler, @aselahenrtis
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